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would grant him any boon he desired. Immediately, the Pandya
Raga Uparisaravasu said that he wanted to attain moksha, and
get rid of Brahmahathi dosha. Lord Siva said that long ago there
was a femous Sivalaya in Indra Bhavaa kshetram, but in course of
time when a pralayam had occurred the temple was lost. Lord
Siva advised the king to rebuild the temple. He also initiated
the king into the prayer taught by Brahma to Indra earlier
when the latter had to get over his Brahmahathi dosha when he
killed Virithirasuran. Lord Siva advised the king to repeat that
mantram atieast 1008 times and he assured him that he would
be blessed. He also asked the king to continue to stay in that
place and do annadanam to the brahmins by offering food along
with appam, ghee and payasam. He advised him to pray to Lord
Narayana in that place. He assured him that in response to his
sincere prayers, Lord Narayana would appear and grant him
moksha. Uparisaravasu requested Lord Siva to continue to stay
in the same Indra Bhavana kshetram and help him from time
to time with suitable advice. Uparisaravasu rebuilt the temple
and would offer the food to Perumal first and then distribute
it among the brahmins.  A number of years passed.  Pleased
with this selfless service, Lord Narayana decided that it was
time to come to this kshetram not only to grant moksha to
Uparisaravasu but also to answer the prayers of Mahalakshini
who, as stated earlier in this chapter, had come down to this
place so as to establish her greatness over'Bhoomidevi.
Lord Narayana decided to have a leela of His own. He
took on the guise of an old man, bent double with age, holding
a stick in his hand with grey hair straggling on his head and a
weak trembling voice. He appeared before Uparisaravasu and
requested for food immediately as he was veiy tired. The king
pitied the old brahmin. He however said that while the food was
ready, he was waiting for the brahmins who were customarily
fed by him everyday. He said that those brahmins had gone for
their bath in Gayathri river and would be returning shortly. He
requested the old brahmin also to go there, have his bath and on
his return would be fed sumptuously. The old brahmin became
annoyed. He told the fcing that he had already had his bath
and that he had also finished his mid-day pooja. He was feeling
very tired and exhausted. He asked the king not to waste any